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and after stating they were entirely destitute of foundation,
pointed out that the publication of such canards in the Press
was bound to make more difficult the work of all those who
were striving for the maintenance of peace. The Foreign Office
concurred. Inevitably there was a good deal of excitement among
the Poles; the best reply to the accusations, in which also figured
a projected Polish invasion of East Prussia, levelled against
Poland was given by the Gazeta Polska when it suggested that
German apprehensions would be calmed by the conclusion of
a non-aggression treaty between the two countries, with a
reciprocal guarantee of the intangibility of their frontiers. But
at that moment such a treaty was the last thing Germany desired.
In the Reichstag on May 24,1932, on the motion of the Hitlerites,
it was resolved that the German Government should leave no
doubt in the mind of the Polish Government that an attack on
the Free City would be considered by the whole German nation
as an assault on the vital rights and interests of Germany, who
consequently would be ready to take action in the matter.
Another event which tended to add to the unease then prevalent
in Europe was the assassination of Doumer, President of France,
as indicating a lack of stability in French political life, but such
a fear was dissipated by the election of Lebrun, as his successor,
in the National Assembly by a tremendous majority on May 10.
The General Elections in France in the beginning of that month
showed a shift to the Left; Tardieu resigned, and was succeeded
by Herriot, who was immediately confronted by the great problem
of Disarmament, to which had to be added that older problem
of Reparations, now the more acute. As regarded Herriot some
Poles felt a little doubtful because of his zeal for the Soviet, but
it was urged in his favour that in a Polish daily published at Paris,
he had, about a year before, said that his attachment to Poland
was and remained unalterable, in accordance with the old French
republican tradition; he said that whatever was fortunate for
Poland was also good for France. Telegrams exchanged between
Warsaw and Paris on his accession to power were couched in
the most friendly terms.
Danzig's claim to be the sole port of Poland was negatived by